St Dominic's Priory School

Dates for the Diary

NOV

Sat 28 Christmas Fayre 10-12.30pm

DEC

Wed 2 Confessions, 10am Church
Advent Mass, 11.30am

Mon 7 Seniors to the Clothes Show, NEC
Head’s Surgery 6pm
(by appointment)

Fri 11 Prep Christmas Concert 2pm Priory
Hall

Mon 14 Senior Reports Y7-Y13

Tue 15 Prep Christmas Party Day
Senior Festival of Carols and
Readings 7.30pm in Church

Wed 16 ~ Whole School Carols by Candlelight
11.30am Priory Hall . All welcome for
refreshments afterwards
TERM ENDS 12.30PM

JAN

Tue 5 Staff Inset Day

Wed 6 Term begins for pupils (Week 1)
School Mass 11.30am , Feast of the
Epiphany
AS and A2 Exams begin

Mon 11 Head’s Surgery 6pm
(by appointment)

Tue 12 Y11 Parents’ Evening 4-6pm Priory
Hall

Tue 19 Y9 Parents’ Evening 4-6pm Priory
Hall
Prospective Y7 Meeting 7pm Priory
Hall

Wed 27 Y10 and VI Form Parents’ Evening
4-6pm Priory Hall

Fri 29 Senior Entrance Exam 9am Priory

Hall
Music Scholarship Auditions 2pm

Do you have any
news??

If you would like to share any
news that you have with the

school community via the
School News then please
e-mail: marketing@st-

dominicspriory.staffs.sch.uk
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Message from Mrs Adamson

We are in the midst of Year 7 and Year 11 tests and examinations in the Senior Department but
are also busy across the school with Dance Days, Music Days and preparations for our
Christmas concerts. The creative aspects of school life are so pronounced here at St.
Dominic’s that we have submitted an application to the Arts Council for Artsmark status. This
will be an endorsement of all we achieve and recognition of the wonderful creativity and
energy in our curriculum, staff and students. More news on the outcome of the Arts Council
decision next term.

I hope that all of you will support our events during Advent and our preparations for
Christmas.

Pat Adamson

£2000 raised for Pudsey!

Pudsey Bear, from BBC’s Children in Need, accompanied by BBC’s Radio Stoke, made a
surprise visit to school to celebrate our sponsored Music-a-thon. The six and a half hour event,
which involved children of all ages, from 2-18, plus teachers and parents, performing a wide
range of musical acts, from singing to Scottish dancing, raised over £2000 for Children in
Need 2009. The driving force behind the event was
music teacher, Mrs Suzie Dickson who had been
inspired to do something for Children in Need
having watched the ‘Around the World in 80 Days’
television programme that had been especially
commissioned by the BBC. Mrs Dickson said, ‘this is |,
such a tremendous achievement, the children have
worked exceptionally hard over the last month and
we are all very proud of them. Children raising
money for children helps them to understand from
an early age the importance of giving.’

Prep school children and Pudsey Bear enjoying Children in Need 2009
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Spray-Away

¢| Children, as young as 3 have been learning about fire safety thanks to the Staffordshire Fire and
Rescue Service. As part of National Fire Fighters’ Charity Day 20009, fire fighters from Green
Watch based at Stafford Fire Station, visited Nursery and Prep School children. The children
learnt about the importance of fire safety and were given the opportunity to pretend to be mini
fire fighters enthusiastically spraying the hose. Karl Wood-Emery, from Green Watch said, ‘it is
so important that children from an early age learn how dangerous fire is. By engaging with the
community in this way we are able to share our experiences and knowledge in a very positive

s

way.

Natasha Sharma, Eleanor Grattage, Karl Wood-Emery, Amalia Phillips

Year 10 Keele University Maths Day

On the 24t November we went to Keele University where, in a rough explanation, we learned about how important maths GCSEs
and A levels are in most jobs that people our age want to do. We were given a badge and a booklet (and a free pen, which I was
very pleased about!). The booklet explained what the day was about and what we’d be doing. It also included comment forms for
each lecture, which we had a few minutes to fill in at the end of each talk. First we had a “Welcome to Keele” talk, which gave the
basic rules on how we were to behave, fire regulations and all the usual things. Oh, and that there were 10,000 students and
30,000 squirrels on campus, which was a nice fact. Having had 2 mentors allocated to each group, (red, yellow, green, blue) we
then all went to the first lecture, which was “Quadratics!”. “Quadratics” was very interesting, we learned about algebra and how to
put it to good use. Doug Quinney took this lecture, and explained it very well. Even making little paper trays to demonstrate.
“Making the point, Drawing the line” was very challenging. Doug Averis gave us a hand-out, which had questions related to the
PowerPoint presentation that he had showed us. We then had half an hour for lunch. David Bedford talked about “why take maths
further?” which was amazing as I didn’t realise how important maths was in future careers! He also showed us some very amusing
maths related jokes! All in all it was a very, very interesting day.—Katy Francis , Year 10

Having visited Keele University, our opinions of university have changed vastly. The experience was interesting and made us think
about our future. The university lecturers treated us with respect and were very good at their job. In our second lecture we learnt
the explanation of Locus. The lecturer was very good and made us understand, he was also very supportive and seemed to take an
interest in us as students, by asking our names. Our first lecture was Quadratic Equations which were very difficult to understand
but yet interesting as it was different. The Mentors were very good at their job, and as they were students, they actually knew
about the university and could talk to us about it from their point of view. This idea for the students to be mentors was not only a
good experience for us but for them as well, it was character building. We didn’t realise how big the campus was but in the end we
found out that it was around 700 acres in total. The atmosphere was very friendly, we both felt very safe there. There is a
hairdressers and lots of different shops on campus, so you don’t need to leave, overall it was a good day out and has made us think
about our future. - Amy Plant and Lauren Bathew, Year 10

We went to Keele University for the day to learn about how maths can be used later in life in further and higher education. We
were given three lectures on maths and a tour of the campus. Our first lecture was on quadratics. We were then taken across to our
second lecture in which we were taught about locus. The campus tour was very interesting for us as it was led by the
undergraduates themselves and we learnt about the ghost story of Keele Hall and other interesting facts such as how many
squirrels live there - three squirrels to every one student! Our third lecture of the day was by a maths teacher and showed us how
many other subjects and courses required maths. He explained the importance of A-level and AS-level maths and just how
valuable they can be for your careers. He then showed us some amusing pictures of past students’ work to lighten up the mood.
Altogether it was a very informative day and I'm sure will have helped many people to reconsider maths as an A-level.—
Amy Joyce, Year 10
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Sky’s the limit!

‘Do you want to be a fighter pilot?” was the question recently posed to students by RAF
Cpl Chris Miller and Sgt Ian Pringle. Chris and Ian both work for the Motivational
Outreach Team, a branch of the RAF that provides Personal Development and Team
Building Challenges to school children throughout the West Midlands and Wales. Over
two days, students from Years 8,9,10,11,12 and 13 performed a number of challenges
and learnt about the variety of careers available to women in the RAF. Chris
commented, ‘with the first female, Kirsty Moore, about to start training with the Red \".

Arrows and women now flying as front line pilots, the opportunities for girls within the E‘l’
RAF are almost limitless.’ L

Eleanor Davies, Tara Sewell and Cpl Chris Miller
Key Stage 3 Dance Day—Mrs Abbotts

On Thursday 19th November, students from Years 77-9 participated in a super learning dance day. The morning session saw the
girls learn new skills in Urban Dance. Activities included: Break Dancing & Street Dance techniques, a teacher led Hip Hop
routine and an opportunity for students to choreograph a linking sequence in small groups. After their well deserved lunch break,
two different dance styles were introduced: the Jive and the Lindy Hop. Students learnt individual and partner steps to start with
and then linked it together to form a whole group routine to the music "Footloose".

All the girls worked very hard throughout the day and were enthusiastic about the range of different styles and techniques taught.
Not only were students able to demonstrate an ability to deliver physically demanding skills, they also developed certain mental
and social characteristics such as communication, confidence, leadership and group cohesion. The next super learning dance day
will see students gain knowledge and understanding of two different styles of dance: Musical Theatre and Ballroom Dance. They
will be given more opportunities to choreograph and use self and peer evaluation techniques. All in all the girls had a really
enjoyable day!

Key Stage 3 Students—Striking a Pose!
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Thanks to Mr and
Mrs Champ

The Sixth Form would like to
thank Mr and Mrs Champ of
Linea Interiors Ltd., Whittle
Road, Meir Park, Stoke on
Trent, Tel: 01782 310267, for
their generosity in donating
furniture to the Sixth Form
Common Room. The
donation has certainly been a
wonderful addition to the
room and the chairs and sofa
are very comfortable. Their
kindness is very much
appreciated by the whole
Sixth Form.

The school would also like to
thank Mr and Mrs Lankenau
for their kind donation of a
filing cabinet.

6th Form A Level
students visit the
school Nursery -

Mrs Deakin

A group of Sixth Form A level
Psychology Students recently
visited the Early Years Unit to
monitor and observe the
nursery children at play. This
was a wonderful opportunity
for them to put their
psychological research into
practice. They were very
impressed by the high quality
of day care on offer to the
younger members of our
school community
actually  got involved in
helping the children to draw,
make Lego houses and build
tracks for toy cars.

and

French Trip—Sally Latham, Year 10

The school trip to France in October was such an exciting experience. We stayed in The River
Bella Hotel which was beautiful as it was right next to the sea, and we were able to go for night
walks along the beach! We learned a
lot about French culture and how they
love very strong cheese.

It was fascinating watching how they
made French bread in a boulangerie
(bakery) and I particularly enjoyed
visiting a chocolate factory and tasting
the chocolate afterwards - mmm
delicious!!!

The teachers had some good fun too
in between running to the bank and
taking loads of photos.

La Coupole was amazing! Not many M
people knew it existed except for Mr /=
Booth. We all bought back loads of -‘?r Al
souvenirs to remind us of such a great

and fun holiday with the school!

Pippa Urquhart and Charlie Urban

ABB Trip —Olivia Gardiner, Year 10

Year 10 recently visited ABB in Stone, for an insight into what kind of work ABB engages in. I
learnt that ABB is a world wide leader in power and automation technologies and that they
help their customers to ameliorate their performance while cutting down environmental
impact.

When we arrived we were introduced to the team at ABB who described the jobs they all do.
Initially non of us thought that we would ever consider a career in engineering, but we were all
astonished to learn that there is a massive range of jobs that we would be able to do. For most
of the day we designed our own power stations and built pylons to give power to the roller
coasters that we had created. Everyone’s roller coasters worked, plus we all learnt new skills
about team work and problem solving. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the experience of learning
outside the class room.

Prep School Harvest Festival

Over £400 was raised for CAFOD, from
this year’s Harvest Collection. As part of
the Prep Harvest festivities families also
very generously donated food that was
™ distributed where it is needed most in
1 the local community by the Salvation
1 Army. Prep Children performed to a
" packed Priory Hall and were then
M rewarded by sharing the gigantic harvest
loaf.

Bethan Gould and Bethany Pountney
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easyfundraigi{gg

Raise Funds for our school when you shop and search online

Easyfundraising

easyfundraising is a shopping directory listing some of your favourite online stores including Argos,
Next, Amazon, Debenhams, John Lewis, Toys R Us, HMV and over 2000 other top name stores.
Whenever you shop with any one of them using the links provided on the easyfundraising site, you'll
generate a free donation for us of up to 15% of the purchase price every time! It really is that simple!

It doesn't cost a penny more to shop and raise funds in this way. In fact you can even SAVE MONEY
as many retailers give exclusive discounts, special offers and 'e-vouchers' when you shop with
easyfundraising.

All you need to do is register for free at http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/stdominicssch
and use easyfundraising every time you shop online.

Easysearch
You can also raise funds for us every time you search the Web - with easysearch, a search engine with
a difference!

When you search with easysearch, you'll raise funds for us with every search you make! Make just 10
searches a day with easysearch instead of Google or any other search engine and you could raise
around £20 a year - or more - for us. It's that easy!

What's more, easysearch combines the strengths of several search engines together - Yahoo!, Bing,
Ask.com and many more - making it a 'super' search engine! easysearch tracks down the most
relevant and accurate results from across the Web, which means you'll find what you are looking for
quickly and easily every time - in one 'easy' search.

Please set our unique easysearch page - http://stdominicssch.easysearch.org.uk - as your
homepage and use it every time you search the Web.

O

amazonco.uk Dixons

N
4 I
N

DEBEMHAMS
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Psychological
Society—
Victoria Burton

So far this term we have
been looking at Animal
Ethics. By discussing
‘Chimps are people too,” and
watching a documentary we
have discovered that most of
the characteristics we
associate
with humans have also been
exhibited by chimps.
Chimps can plan ahead,
(some chimps managed to
negotiate a maze faster than
the average human), and
communicate about unseen
things. The documentary
showed us Bonobo who had
learnt to speak with a
machine and how to make a
pot noodle! This led us to
conclude that we are more
similar to chimps than just
the 94% DNA we share. The
next question is: should
chimps therefore have the
same ethical rights as
humans?

originally only
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House Public Speaking Competition

On Tuesday 10th
November Years
7, 8 & 9 took part
in St Dominic’s
16t Inter House
Public Speaking
Competition.
The competitors
spoke on “If I
Ruled the
World.”, “Why
S ¢ch ool
Uniform?” and
§ ‘Do Teenagers
| Get a Bad Press?’
Barberi
was represented
by Lucy
Hodgson, Lucy
Cunningham and Amy Champ; Hallahan by Leonie Grant, Emily Kidner and Emma Davies;
Newman by Katie Lovewell, Emilia Harker and Eleanor Maguire and Ullathorne by Celine
Heraty, Hannah Sutherland and Adreece Bachra, who stepped in at the last minute and read a
speech written by Mia Shaw.

House

Amy Champ, Lucy Hodgson, Lucy Cunningham

Mrs Titley, Mrs Smith and Mrs Harp were the judges and they commented on the very high
standards demonstrated by all the speakers. Congratulations to Barberi who were the winning
team and their House Captain Helen Hayward. Lucy Cunningham and Emily Kidner, who are
both in Year 8, shared the prize for the best individual speaker. The judges commended them for
the quality of their research and their natural speaking style.

Dangerous Diamonds

Barbara Mitchelhill, the award winning children's
author, visited school last week to introduce her
latest book, Dangerous Diamonds - an exciting
thriller for 9-14 year olds. Barbara is a popular
speaker at literary festivals, libraries
and schools throughout the country. She was born in
Rochdale and began writing after qualifying as a
teacher.

major

"When my writing took over, I gave up teaching but
worried about missing the children. As it worked
out, I now stay in touch by visiting schools and
talking about my books. So I have the best of both
worlds.'

Barbara now lives in Eccleshall. She has two
grown-up daughters and four grandchildren.

Emma Cork, Lucy Talbot, Victoria Jenkinson with Bar-
bara Mitchelhill
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About Our Company—Zoe Groom

‘Caps Off is the new Young Enterprise company based at St Dominic's Priory
School run by the Lower Sixth. We aim to sell affordable and fashionable photo
frames and gift bags, in different sizes, decorated or made by using recycled
materials such as bottle caps and newspapers. We have  designed the bags so
that they are safe for use by people over 5 years old and the photo frames for
use by people over 8 years old.

Snow Storm at PFA Winter Ball

This years PFA Winter Ball was an overwhelming success raising
£10,000 for school funds. Over 200 guests were greeted by a snow storm
at Crewe Hall, the venue for the event, and were then entertained by an
Ice Queen and wandering magician. After a delicious meal, party goers
danced the night away to music provided by the British Rat Pack. The
Auction was a great success with the top prize of a box at Britannia
Stadium going for £1300 for a single match, closely followed by £1250 for
a week’s retreat in France. Mrs Adamson said, ’ I would like to thank all of
those involved with organizing the ball, and in particular Mrs Elsby-
8 Smith. A tremendous amount of hard work, time and energy is needed to
organize such a large event and attention to detail is paramount in ensur-
ing that everyone has a wonderful time. A great evening was had by all
and I am extremely grateful for the generosity of all of the guests.’

The Ice Queen

Anti Bullying Week—N Soar

St Dominic’s Priory School has been working towards Anti Bullying week since September with training given to staff and
students on how to prevent and deal with cyber bullying. A Year 11 Student Anti Bullying Committee (ABC Group) has also been
set up and trained in how to mentor and lead positive behaviour and safe habits in school and online with younger children. This
has been a great opportunity to develop leadership skills and confidence.

The ABC group carried out a research survey into the levels of bullying at school and there were pleasing results with 65% of
students agreeing with 80% or more certainty that there was only a small amount. The school website has also been updated to
include information and interactive links that educate the students about staying safe online. Please see the link below for more
information. http://www.stdominicspriory.co.uk/index.php?id=2

All students have also been made aware of the new police
reporting icon to be found on the internet and all should know
how to use it and when. Pupils have learnt about data protection,
sensible searching techniques and what to do if they encounter
something unsuitable on the internet. They have learnt how to
0 use e-mail, chat rooms and websites safely.

% of students who agree that there is a small amount of bullying at St Dominic's Priory School

Pupils have undertaken the CEOP internet safety programme
00 (Child Exploitation and Online Protection Government
Agency). This surveys the pupils attitude to the use of
technology and strongly gives the message about the risks of chat
rooms and websites. It is followed up with discussion and
information on how to report problems.

% of students

10 20 20 40 50 60 70 80 % 100
Level of Agreement with the Statement
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Adding Value to Raw Potential

Statistical Process Control Chart
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The girls in the senior school all have real
and exciting potential and it is the school’s
job to realise that ability and capacity and
push it to the utmost, whether through
cajoling, driving or supporting; but also by
utilizing a range of teaching styles to deliver
often complex and challenging material and
concepts in a more easily understandable
way. “Oh, now I understand!” is a phrase I
keep hearing in lessons and it is a pleasure
to see these little epiphanies.

The GCSE examination results in August
displayed again how much value we are able
to add to the levels which the students
would ordinarily achieve. Students on
average achieved between a half and a grade
better than they would in other

circumstances, and in some subjects over a grade higher. In a small school it is often hard to argue a statistical case, but it is clear
that this ability to encourage all students to the very best of their capacity is a sustained achievement, as the graph above
hopefully illustrates. The main line going across the graph illustrates how from 2005 — 2009 this value added achievement has
been roughly consistent over 5 year’s worth of results. This statistical story backs up, I feel, what we instinctively ‘know’, that the
girls through a partnership with all their teachers, are inspired to work hard and achieve highly.

Student Voice at St Dominic’s Priory School

At St Dominic’s Priory School we are trying to listen more to our students and so throughout this term we have been interviewing
and researching with small groups of students and surveying all students on a range of issues including bullying, the ethos of the
school and their enjoyment and experience of school. Happily, only 1% of students perceived the school as not challenging or
inspiring them to focus on work. Further, 90% of students feel that we promote good behaviour habits, with the remainder unsure

and one person disagreeing.
There is clear evidence, too,

Student Perception Survey 18/09/09: % students who stated 'St Dominic's Priory Inspires and

that students are both happy challenges me to work'.

and feel safe in school.

90.0

The school can be justifiably

80.0

proud of its work on e-safety,

too. This is particularly _ |

heartening when we are

moving into a period to 600
promote e-safety and deliver

. 50.0
a programme of internet safety

seminars and tutorials. Some 400

students have already seen the
30.0

ESCape theatre production

encouraging and teaching good |

habits when on social

networking sites and instant 100
messenger services and we

0.0 +

have regular assemblies and Totally agree/agree Not Sure Disagree or Totally Disagree

training sessions on e-safety.



