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This month witnessed the popular History/French trip to Belgium and France for 40 Senior 
School girls. What struck me most while reading the girls’ accounts of their trip was the 
maturity which they showed while visiting the War Cemeteries in Belgium. 

Events which happened over 80 years ago could easily be dismissed by the current           
generation as irrelevant and unimportant. However our girls were not only respectful of the 
surroundings they were in but they also began to really  understand the enormity of what 
actually happened –for them history was brought to life. 

I am sure that this years’ and future Remembrance Services will be more meaningful as a 
result.

Andrew Egan

Katie Swift from 
P6 has scooped 
second prize in 
the Stoke On 
Trent      Ceramics 
Festival 2007. 
Katie  competed 
against over 600 
other      students 
from across the 
Potteries to win a 
limited edition 

Mug and Soup Bowl set and goody bag. The    
competition was open to all current Year 6 
students in the area and was part of 60 events 
that took place across Stoke On Trent. Having 
researched the     history of the Potteries and 
pottery design, Katie, inspired by the tradi-
tional Tea Service, designed her own master-
piece. This was then made into a real plate 

and presented to her at a special presentation 
ceremony on Friday 5th October.
The 2007 Latin Project prize went to Amy 
Joyce, Charlotte Reid, Elle Spratt and Elyse 
Mauger. Miss Clark said, ‘A really good    
standard overall made it difficult to choose an 
outright winner’. Runners up were Rebecca 

T i m e  t o  r e f l e c t

Do you have any news??

If you would like to share any 
news that you have with the 
school community via the 
School News then please           
e - m a i l :  m a r k e t i n g @ s t -
dominicspriory.staffs.sch.uk

Alternatively drop a note into 
the school office marked for the      
attention of ‘Marketing’.         
Although we cannot promise to 
include everything, we will do 
our best.

Ed i t ion  3

Dates for the 
Diary

Nov 2007

Fri 16 PFA Ball at Crewe Hall

Tue 27 Y7/8/9 trip to see ‘The Wizard of Oz’

Thur 29 Year 7 exams begin

Dec  2007

Sat 1 Christmas Fayre

Mon 3 Year 11 Careers Interviews (all day) 
Heads Surgery 6pm postponed

Tue 4 Whole School Advent Mass 11.30am

Wed 5 Year 11 Careers Interviews am

Thur 6 Year 11 Careers Interviews pm     
Shoe Box Collection closes

Fri 7 Prep Christmas Concerts  in Priory 
Hall              

Wed 12 Senior Festival of Carols and     
Readings 7.30pm in Church

Thur 13 Prep School Carols by Candlelight 
2pm Priory Hall                           
7.30pm Christmas Concert with 
Stonefield Singers

Fri 14 Whole School Assembly 11.45am  
School Reports given out            
TERM ENDS 12.30PM

JAN 2008

Mon 7 Term begins for pupils                       
AS and A2 exams begin
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Anyone for Tea?

Classics Rock!

Shoe Box Collection 2007

Keep those shoe 
boxes coming in 
to support the 
great work that 
Smile are doing, 
the final date is 

Thursday 6th December

www.smileinternational.org

MASTERMIND Winner

Who would have thought that having a liking 
for the 80’s Pop band Erasure would lead to 
a place in the Semi Finals of this Year’s BBC 
MASTERMIND competition? But this has 
proved true for Old Girl Katie Bramall who 
appeared on last week’s episode. Katie, who 
is now a GP Registrar in London, left St 
Dominic’s in 1997 to study Medicine at    
University. Watch this space for news on 
Katie’s success!

Old Girl News

Congratulations to Victoria Bailey  who 
achieved a 2:1 in her Speech Therapy BSc 
from Sheffield University.

The Teacher becomes the 
Student

After studying for 4 years Mrs de Cruz was 
recently awarded a Master of Science degree, 
with distinction, in Counselling    Psychology 
from Keele University. This   follows on from 
her award in 2006 of a  Post-Graduate    
Diploma in Counselling, a professional 
qualification, allowing her to practise as a 
qualified counsellor and therapist under the 
auspices of the British Association of    
Counsellors and Psychotherapists.
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History/French Trip 2007

Mrs Adamson, Miss Capper, Mrs Johnston and Mrs Kitchener

On Sunday 14th October the History / French trip set off for Belgium and then Paris with 40 girls from Years 8-
13. In Belgium we concentrated on the history of the First World War visiting Langemark and Tyne Cot        
cemeteries, where several of us were able to locate the names of relatives; Talbot House and Flanders Museum 
in Ypres. We then transferred to Paris where we looked at art and culture in the Musée D’Orsay and the Louvre 
as well as visiting  the Cathedral of Notre Dame and the Basilica of Sacré Coeur. Unfortunately our trip           
coincided with a public transport strike in Paris not to mention the Rugby World Cup! Consequently we found 
ourselves in the worst traffic jam ever and finally had to get off the coach and walk! Although our itinerary was 
disrupted, we still managed to enjoy ourselves.

Notes from Charlotte Horton—Year 10

The first cemetery that we went to was in Belgium. It was the German Langemark 
cemetery . The cemetery was very dark. The headstones were all flat on the ground 
and they were all black. It was very depressing at the back of the graveyard as there 
were statues of four men, they all had miserable looks on their faces. The Tyne Cot 
cemetery was a lot brighter as it was the Allies’ cemetery. The headstones were       
upright and at the back of the cemetery was a wall, written on it were all the names of 

those who went missing during the war. It was a bigger 
cemetery than the Langemark   cemetery. In the middle 
of the Tyne Cot there was a cross. It was very respectful to 
those that had died or gone missing

Notes from Jess Mierau—
Year 10

In Belgium the cemeteries were what stuck 
out for me. I already knew that hundreds of 
thousands of people had died but actually 
seeing the graveyards and the number of 
soldiers that were unknown was really                    
overwhelming.
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Going for Gold !

On Wednesday 31st October Mrs Kirkland and Mrs Phillips 
accompanied Laura Graham, Aimee Harrison, Sarah Phillips 
and Helena Somervail to the presentation of the Duke of 
Edinburgh Gold awards at St James’ Palace. Once Prince 
Philip had spoken to the girls, who are all now studying at 
University, about their experiences in  completing the award, 
the individual certificates were presented by the ITV         
Formula One presenter Jim Rosenthal – proudly wearing his 
own Gold Award badge!

Year 11 girls from Endon High School and Blythe Bridge High 
School joined our year 11 girls for a team building day last 
month. Working alongside current sixth formers they carried 
out a number of challenging exercises including building  
towers made of straw. The event was as a result of a            
collaboration between the schools and Staffordshire          
Partnership. Ros Chatburn, Head of Sixth Form said, ‘Not 
only did the girls walk away from this event with some      
valuable lessons in teamwork, having spoken to current sixth 
formers about life after Year 11,  they also felt more confident 
in deciding what to do after their GCSEs. At such a crucial 
stage in their      careers many students value the opinion of 
those who have just gone through the process themselves 
rather than listening just to the opinions of teachers and    
parents.’

DON’T FORGET                                     
PFA— Christmas Fayre 1st December

Don’t forget to come in Home Clothes on Friday 30th        
November. The ‘Fine’ is bottles from  Senior School students 
and cakes from Prep School students for the Christmas Fayre.

Teambuilding Day

Notes from Samantha Walters—
Year 10

Our trip to Belgium and Paris was thoroughly enjoyable. 
However, my personal favourite ‘outing’ would have to 
be the Sacré Coeur and Montmartre.  Sacré Coeur was a 
beautiful building and the view (once we had climbed a 
mountain of stairs!) was amazing. Montmartre was also 
a really good part of our trip giving us the chance to buy 
souvenirs and sample the French cuisine. It also gave us 
a really good taste of the French culture and the     
chocolate crepes!
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 We have been   adding 
o u r  u n w a n t e d         
textbooks to this year’s      
S t a f f o r d s h i r e         
Newsletter campaign 
‘ B o o k s  W i t h o u t     
Frontiers’. Hundreds 
of books, including 
Maths, History and 
English books have 

been donated to the cause.    Andrew Egan said, 
‘This is such a worthy event as books we have used 
in the past, can now be recycled and sent to         
Tanzania instead of being    destroyed.’

Pupils and staff supported Breast Cancer Awareness month at the 
end of October by dressing head to foot in every girl’s favourite 
colour, pink. Pat Adamson, Deputy Head said, ‘Not only was it fun 
to dress in non uniform for the day but events such as these give us 
the opportunity to 
raise the subject of 
Breast Cancer in a 
relaxed  manner even 
to young children. 
They are able to learn 
about the disease 
without being fright-
ened by it and help 
the fight against it.’

Over £400 was raised from this year’s  Prep School Harvest Assembly. The money will go to the  Catholic 
Association for Overseas Development, who work very closely with people from developing countries     
creating sustainable growth. As part of the harvest festivities families also very generously donated food 
that was distributed where it is needed most in the local community by the St Vincent de Paul Society. All 
children from Nursery to Year 6 performed to a packed audience with standing room only at the back.

Sports Results

Kate Furnival (Y7) has raced through at the  
recent Stafford and District Cross Country 
Championships to become District     
Champion, with Louise Chambers (Y7) 
coming third. Both girls will be                 
representing the school  and area after 
Christmas at the Stafford County        
Championships.

Pretty in PinkSupporting                           
‘Books Without Frontiers’

Over £400 raised from Prep School Harvest 

Supporting Charity

District Champion—
Cross Country Kate has had an outstanding year which has seen her finishing the 

season ranked 16th in the Power of 10 UK Rankings U17 300m. She 
has represented the school and Staffordshire at 300m and  the West 
Midlands at both the 300m and 4 x 300m relay. The highlight for 
2007 was when Kate competed in the UK School Games 2007 in 
Coventry which was televised by CH4. Individually she came 7th 
and won a Silver medal for the relay.

Spot light on………. Kate Anderson!

And Finally……

We are currently working on sending the School Newsletter by e-mail as well as by hard copy.  If you would like to receive 
the School Newsletter by e-mail please could you forward an e-mail titled ‘School Newsletter’ to:

marketing@st-dominicspriory.staffs.sch.uk


